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7 | ms Sermon, in Memory of the Rev. JAMES HUNT, late Paſftor 
of the united Congregations of Bladenſburg and of Captain-Yobn, prepar- 
ed at the defire of his farviving Relations, and of thoſe whg were his 
Pastoral charge, and delivered at Bladenſburg, on the Lord's day, of 4th 
Auguſt, 1 793, is dedicated by the author to both ; with the mo/? ardent 
prayer that they, under the divine influence and bleſing, may herein 
lIiken to the deceaſed Mathe to theie hearts „and be perſuaded to follow 
his faith, confidering the end of bis converſation, 


Alexandria, Auguſt 6, 1793. 
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Funeral Sermon, Sc. 


| | Zachariab, Ch. I. 5. 


oy our ÞatDders, where are they ? And the Prophets, do they live forever 2 


HE impreſſion which theſe words are ſuited to make, is alto- 
gether of the ſerious kind. They were in the firſt inſtance 
addreſſed to Irael, and brought into view their progenitors for many 
ages. They are now addreſſed unto us, and introduce objects well 
ada wted to intereſt and to edify. * Tour Fathers, Where are they ? 
nd the Prophets. do they live forever ; 1 me 
| Difcourfing from theſe words, I ſhall, through divine aſſiſtance, 
2ad your thoughts to the ages which are paſt, and then inquire con- 
cerning the men who Formerly appeared, Where are they ? Do 
they live forever? 
Paſt ages open a large field. Five thouſand ſeven hundred and 


cighty- two years have eſcaped fince the creation of the world. With 
inhabitants it has generally been filled. Theſe are not the ſame.— 


Eighty years make almoſt entirely a thorough change. Ihe ſame 


rountenance, indeed, before the flood, might have been recognized 
for near a thouſand years : Since that period, the term of human 
life has been much as it is now. One generation palſerh away and. 
another cometh : Men dwell in houfes of clay: Their foundation 
is in the duſt : "They are cruſhed before the moth : Iliey are deſtroy- 


1 from morning to evening: 1 hey periſh forever, without any re- 


garding 
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garding it: Doth not their excellency go away ! ? From the graii 
which dieth in the ground a new crop ariſeth: From the old 
ſtem new branches ſhoot forth: Armies, joined in battle, preſerve 
their ranks complete, ſupplying the place of thoſe who are fallen by 
che ranks behind. It is the ſame wich mankind. A new crop ariſeth 
irom the buried grain; new ſprouts from the old ftem. The hoary 
head diſappears, and the ground he has gone over is immediately 
occupied by men grown up, young men, youths, children, infants. 
On the road of life travellers are ſtill found: They paſs on, and are 
forgotten. One finiſhes that courſe upon which another is juſt en- 
tered, and in which others have made different progreſs. The pre- 
ſent age preſſes upon the ſteps of the former. Ihe earth is full; 
but the inhabitants are changed. A few years make us perfect 
ſtrangers. Of this, thoſe who have been a little time from their na- 
tive country are very ſenſible: Inquiring after their kindred ; they 
are not: The companion of their youth; he 1 is paſſed as 2 Their 
dear acquaintance ; he cannot be found, 
The works of men, as well as men themſelves, are ſubject to change. 
Great atchievements have been performed in eſtabliſhing empires: 
Great works accompliſhed during their grandeur. In what have iſ- 
ſued all the atchievements of Sampſon and of David; of Grecian 
and Roman heroes? Their effect has ceaſed : even the empires, for 
whoſe benefit they were performed, exiſt no more, Trace them up, 
ou can ſcarce diſcover a veſtige of what was once ſo celebrated. 
The Jewiſh monarchy, the republics of Greece and Rome are ſunk 
in the guiph of time. They dazzle no more; they terrify no 
more. They have been, but are not now. As a ſtone that 1 Is daſhed 
in pieces, fo paſſeth the glory of this world. 
Buildings, vying in ſtability with the everlaſting hills, leave no 
mark whereby we may aſcertain where they once ſtood. The ſolemn 
tomb, and venerable temple ; works of uſe and works of pleaſure, 
where are they? In their erection, men toiled hard: They gloried in 
their magnificence: Highly beneficial were they, and conducive to 
pleaſure; but the labour is now loſt, the glory is effaced, and they 
no more contr->ute either to profit or to pleaſure. The pyramids 
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of Egypt. thoſe grand edifices for the interment of their i; "Ty 
The temple of Jeruſalem, ſacred through the reſidence of the Moſt 
High: The light-houſe of Pharos, a ſtructure uncommonly ſtupen- 
dous, for the direction of ſeamen: The hanging gardens of Babylon, 
which aſtoniſhed former ages, prepared for the amuſement of the 


royal family; are * away and ingulphed with the works before 
the flood. 


Neither men nor beit works have attained à greater ſtability now 
than formerly. Every thing about us is liable to change; we our- 
ſelves alſo are the ſubjects of change. We ate pleaſed in Spring 

with the revival of nature; Summer ſpreads, beauty and fragrance 
around: Harveſt is richly loaded with the fruits of the earth. In 
this progreſſive ſtate of improvement, our fatisfa&tiori and ſpirits 
increaſe. Nature henceforth wears a different aſpect. The leaf 
falls from the tree: The power of vegetation is enfeebled : The ſky 
aſſumes a donſtant frown : The earth looks deſolate. . 

A more frequent memorial of change conſtantly occurs. The 

day-ſtar hangs out the ſignal which uſhers in all the glories of the 
Sun : Men rejoice in his light and influence until noon : His influ- 
ence afterwards is leſs felt: The ſhadow ſtretches out, darkneſs rolls 
on, and involves our hemiſphere in gloomy 1 

| Beſides theſe changes, which aſſiſt us in comemplating the changes. 
fo which mankind pos always been ſubjected, every thing in our 
own perſons, every thing in the perſons of our friends, every thing 
in the whole extent of our obſervation, confirms what has been re- 
corded concerning former ages. Our bodies are frail ; and our 
animal f pirits variable. The ſeeds of death are in our 2 and 
produce the head-aches, fevers, pains, which impair the conſtituti- 
bn, and at laſt lay us in the duſt. Our friends are in the ſame ſtate 
with ourſelves, equally expoſed to diſeaſe; equally liable to die. 
The widow and che fatherleſs, the orphan and the deſtitute, know well 
that men are mortal. This has imbittered their cup, and forced from 
them the ſad lamentation, “ Lover and friend haſt thou put far from 
„% me, and mine acquaintance into darkneſs.” 
No character and no ſtation can exempt men from death! Let 


the | 


[8 7 


the character be never fo ſacred; let the tation be never ſo uſeful 3 
the miniſter of religion, or the ſervantof the public ; the peaceful 
Tevite, or he prudent ſtateſman ; all, all are on the brink of the 
grave, ready every moment to drop in. 

From what we feel, and from what we obſerve ; from pre! ſent 
Occurrences, and from hiſtories, of the greateſt authenticity, we may 
be convinced that ages pals over little noticed, and little remem- 
bered. 

Let me next Se to inquire concerning the men who former- 
ly appeared ; where are they? Do they live forever? 

Ihe prophet here ſpeaks of the divine judgments with which for- 
mer ages were threatened, and which, in conſequence of their conti- 
nued crimes, tliey ſeverely felt. The Iſraelites, for inſtance, in the 

wilderneſs, proving faithleſs and obſtinate, were ſubje&ed above a 
certain age to waſte all their days where they then were without 
ſeeing Canaan or talting its enjoyments. Even Moſes and Aaron 
themſelves, on account of ſome deficiency either in their faith or in 
their ſelf-2overnment, incur the ſame doom with others, and leave 
their bodies in the wilderneſs. | Like as the Lord of Hoſts thought to 
do unto them according to their ways, and according to their doings, 
ſo hath he dealt with them., None who were above twenty when 
they leſt Egypt, except Caleb and Joſhua, ſet foot on the promiſed 
land. Ihe queſtion in my text refers to theſe threatenings; where 
are the Fathers? Did not my words take hold upon them ? Were 
not theſe exactly verified? The prophets did not often live to ſee 
their prophecies accompliſhed ; the age was not always bleſt with- 
their miniſtrations: But their pophe cies fell not to the ground. — 

All fleſh is graſs, and the glory of man as the flower of the graſs; 
the graſs withereth, and the flower thereof falleth off, hut the word 
of God endureth fores er! The miniſters of truth, as men, are ſub- 
je& to change; but the truths which they proclaim are invariable. 

Theſe are important conſiderations, and may be illuſtrated by 
what we ourſelves immediately obſerve to be a fixed principle, which 
began early to operate, which operates now, and is likely to operate 

3 through the moſt diſtant revolutions of time, The divine threaten. 
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g has been denounced againſt Adam and his poſterity “ DA 
bou art, and unto duſt ſhalt thou return.“ Men have received meſſage 
fter meſſage to remind them of their ſituation, that thereby they 
ight become humble and obedient. Is not the threatening execut- 
d:? If it be not, where are the men who have hitherto been 
Dn the earth? They are not here. It has evidently befallen them 
ccording to the divine word: They have left their place and are 
rone : [hey belong to ſome other world: Inhabit ſome other coun- 
ry: Move in fqme other ſphere. Remaving men from ane world 
o another; plant:ag terrors on the boundary which ſeparates this 
vorld from the next; and ſubjecting the whole human race to this 


= 


einoval and to theſe terrors, God vindicates the honour of his ga- 


ernment and the efficacy of his word. : 

My text contajns a truth particularly ſolemn. It makes no aſſerti- 
on; yet a more plain and affecting comment on the proceedings of 
providence is no where to be found. Qpen your eyes, and yon 
ieed r.ot be informed that the Sun ſhines ; reflect, and it is equally 
-vident, that whillt God fulfils his promiſes, he alſo executes his 
hreatenings. Where are Adam and Eve? Where are all the antedi- 
uvian families? Where are Noah and his three fons ? Where the 
wmerous deſcendents immediately proceeding from them? Search 


he annals of time for new 6900 years paſt, and the whole habitable _ 


earth, from North to South, from Eaſt to Weſt, and tell me where 
are the innumerable branches of the human family which haye fſuc- 
ceſſjvely ariſen and fugceflively diſappeared. Are Aaron, and his 
Trethren in the prieſthood ; John and his affbciates in the apoſtle- 
ſhip ? The miniſters of the old and the miniſters gf the new teſta- 


ent, yet aliye? No. They were repreſgnted by Adam; in Adam 


they all died. The plan of the divine government is prudent and 
eady : It cannot he altered. The wages of fin is death. Pu- 


niſhment is an inſeparable attendant on tranſgreſſion. This is verified 


in the fall of angels; it is ſeen in the dealings of God with our guil- 
ty race. Were not men altoniſhingly inconſiderate, they have warn- 
ng enough to lead them ta' deteſt a carnal and ſinful life, and to in- 
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duce them to become ſpiritual and holy, Sufficient for this pur- 
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the character be never ſo ſacred; let the ſtation be never ſo uſeful 3 . 
the miniſter of religion, or the ſervantof the public z the peaceful 
levite, or the prudent ſtateſman ; all, all are on the brink of the 
grave, ready every moment to drop in. 

From what we feel, and from what we obſerve ; ; from pre! ſent 
occurrences, and from hiſtories, of the greateſt authenticity, we may 
be convinced that ages pals over little noticed, and little remem- 
bered. 

Let me next proceed to inquire concerning che men who former- 
ly appeared; where are they? Do they live forever ? 

The prophet here ſpeaks of the divine judgments with which for- 
mer ages were threatened, and which, in confequence of their conti- 
nued crimes, tliey ſeverely felt. The Iſraelites, for inſtance, in the 
wilderneſs, proving faithleſs and obſtinate, were ſubjected above a 

certain age to walte all their days where they then were without 
ſeeing Canaan or talting its enjoyments. Even Moſes and Aaron 
themſelves, on account of ſome deficiency either in their faith or in 
their ſe!f-zovernment, incur the ſame doom with others, and leave 
their bodies in the wilderneſs. | Like as the Lord of Hoſts thought to 
do unto them according to their ways, and according to their doings, 
ſo hath he dealt with them, None who were above twenty when 
they leſt Egypt, except Caleb and Joſhua, ſet foot on the promiſed 
land. Ihe queſtion in my text refers to theſe threatenings; where 
are the Fathers? Did not my words take hold upon them ? Were 
not theſe exactly verified? The prophets did not often live to ſee _ 
their prophecies accompliſhed ; the age was not always bleſt with- 
their miniſtrations : But their pophecies fell not to the ground. 
All fleſh is graſs, and the glory of man as the flower of the graſs; 
the graſs withereth, and the flower thereof falleth off, hut the word 
of God endureth forex er! The miniſters © 15 truth, as men, are ſub- - 
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began early to operate, which operates now, and 1s Rat to 6 5 
through the moſt diſtant revolutions of time. The divine threaten, 
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| ing has been denounced againſt Adam and his poſterity—* D 
thou art, and unto duſt ſhalt thou return,” Men have received meſſage 
after meſſage to remind them of their ſituation, that thereby they 
might become humble and obedient. Is not the threatening execut- 
ed? If it be not, where are the men who have hitherto been 
on the earth? They are not here. It has evidently befallen them 
according to the divine word: They have left their place and are 
gone: they belong to ſome other warld : Inhabit ſome other coun- 
try: Move in ſome other ſphere. Remqving men from ane world 
to another; plant: ag terrors on the boundary which ſeparates this 
world from the next; and ſubjecting the whole human race to this 
removal and to theſe terrors, God vindicates the honour of his ga- 
vernment and the efficacy of his word. | +) 


My text contains a truth particularly folemn. It makes no aſſerti- 
on; yet a more plain and affecting comment on the proceedings of 
providence is no where to be found. Qpen your eyes, and yon 
need rot be informed that the Sun ſhines ; reflect, and it is equally 
evident, that whilſt God fulfils his promiſes, he alſo executes his 
threatenings. Where are Adam and Eve? Where are all the antedi- 
luvian families? Where are Noah and his three fons ? Where the 
numerous deſcendents immediately proceeding from them? Search 
the annals of time for new 6900 years paſt, and the whole habitable 
earth, from North to South, fram Eaſt to Weſt, and tell me where 
are the innumerable branches of the human family which haye fuc- 
ceſſiyely ariſen and ſugceſſively diſappeared. Are Aaron, and his 
brethten in the prieſthood ; John and his aſſociates in the apoſtle— 
ſhip ? The miniſters of the old and the miniſters of the new teſta- 
ment, yet aliye? No. They were repreſgnted by Adam; in Adam 
they all died. The plan of the divine government is prudent and 
ſteady : It cannot he altered. The wages of fin is death. Pu- 
niſhment is an inſeparable attendant on tranſgreſſion. This is verified 
in the fall of angels; it is ſeen in the dealings of God with our guil- 
ty race. Were not men altoniſhingly inconfiderate, they have warn- 
ing enough to lead them to deteſt a carnal and ſinful life, and to in- 
fuce them to became ſpiritual and holy, Sufficient for this pur- 
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pole was the experience of men in Zachariah's day: The repeated 
experience of every ſucceeding day, from that to this, gives us additi— 
onal advantages. We know that the fathers are not here, and that 
ihe prophets do not hve forever. It is appointed unto men once to die; 
and what power in Heaven, what power on earth, what power under 
the earth, can delay or render ineffectual an appointment of the 
Aimighty ? | e | | 
This ſubject might be ſeaſonably introduced on any occaſion; it 
is particularly feaſonable at this moment. The venerable appearance 
you were wont to fee in this place, you do not now ſee; the com- 
manding voice which could reach thouſands is not now heard ; that 
appearance ſhall not again grace this place, nor that voice be heard 
any more: Ihe appearance. has vaniſhed; the voice is filenced. = 
his is an awful and inſtructiye providence; and rendered ſtill more 
awful and inſtructive by ſome preceding (circumſtances. Our reve- 
rend father had been viſited in his family with breach upon breach: 
Ihe clouds returned after the rain: Deep called unto Deep at the 
noiſe of the water- ſpouts: Waves and billows went over him: In 
the courſe of a few months he loſt his ſon's wife; a grandchild ; and 
lis own boſom friend. Ihis laſt ſtroke he did not ſurvive many days. 
In their ages there was no great diſparity..* Both were. the deſcen- 
dents of pious parents; both had experienced the power of godlineſs 
in carly life; their diſpoſitions were ſimilar, and their religious 
ſentiments. | 1 Hlappy 


Mas. Ruth Hunt, the Daughter of Jeſeph and Rebecca Hall, was born at Naſham- 
ming, five miles from Philadelphia, Auguſt, 1725: Married Dr. Eliſha Hall, of Cecil 
in the 161k year of her age; lived with him 10 years; had by him © children ; conite- 
u,, 2 flate of widowhood after his death 4 years; when a connedtion took place be- 
12vcen her andthe Rew. James Hunt, 67 the 34 Jung, 1762, which continued 31 gear,” 
fre ching en ie 17th May, 1793. 2 '% 8 5 * 
The Rer. James Hunt, tbe fon of James and Sarah Hunt, was born at Hamer, 
"tn Virginia, Feb. 19, A. D. 1731. He fludied firft under Mr. Davies, at Hanover, 
nd completed his fudies at New: Jerſey College. He was licenſed to preach the Gojpet 
by 1he New: Brunſwick Preſbytery, 27th Ju, 1760: + Qu the September following 5 
ae ordained of large, and continued an itinerant preacher, without any paltoral charge,” 
4 Tone, 1703,mben bewas inftalled into Little-Britain Congregation, Pennſy[vanias 
Ju the yoar 1770, be teok the charge of Bladenſburg and Captain-John's Congregations; 
among which he labeured Fir 23 Stars, and died ihe 2d June, 1793. TOW, 8 
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Jappy is it when perſons are ſo equally yoked. They become helper 8 i 
one another : they reap mutual benefit: they go hand in hand to 
he regions of peace. A mutual tenderneſs was firſt felt about the 
ime 5 Dr. Halls. death ; Mr. Hunt aſſiſted him in is laſt mo- 
nents. He comforted his widowed friend. Between the comforter 
ad the comforted there is a mutual union. This became every day 
more firm, until it pleaſed God that the tie was fixed which death 
lone can diſſolve. In this connection, Mrs. Hunt conſulted her i- 
rieũl more than her temporal advantage. It is not often that the 
niniſters of Chriſt are enriched with the world's goods. Like their 
iivine maſter, they are dependent on others. The reward of their 
labours they expect in Heaven, I his Mrs. Hunt knew; yet ſhe de- 
nied herfelt worldly proſpects that ſhe might partake in the heavenly 

row Ar d. . 

Mrs. Hunt's natural temper was affable and kind. Grace, with 
ſuch attendants, is particularly amiable: It has an eloquence beyond 
he eloquence of men: It is a molt powerful perſuaſive : It neceſſi- 
tates the diſſipated, in ſpite of rooted antipathies, to become lovers 
of relizion. Such the compulſion with which members are brought 
into the chriſtian church! For ſuch eloquence, for ſuch compullive 
jalluence, our departed friend was very memorable. It had an happy 
eife& upon her firſt huſband and his relatives: It reigned mrinmphant ; 

in her domeſtic circle for many years. 

Her mind was not intoxicated with religious pride ; ; nor foured 
with prejudice. She had a tendernels for all ; a heart to ſympathize 
with them ; a hand to relieve them. She made the diſtreſſes even of 
her ſlaves her own; apologized for inattentions ; avoided extremities; 
eſtabliſhed her authority in love, not in fear. This ſenſibility, ſo ami- 
able, ſo divine, was ſuch, that her friends carefully concealed from 
her, eſpecially when advanced in life, the diſtreſs of others, feſt it 
might overpower her delicate frame. She bore the image of the Sa- 
vidur of mankind. Her tenderneſs, like his, was diffuſive. It was 
rouſed by diſtreſs. She conſidered herſelf as a branch of the human 
family ; and wherever ſhe found mankind, ſhe found her brethren. 

1 never knew any whoſe character correſponds more exactiy with 
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mat of the virtuous woman drawn in the book of proverbs, 
She deſpiſed the idea of modern delicacy and refinement. Domeſ- 
tic aTairs ſhe knew were her concern; She was the ſoul of her ta- 
Iaily-: The ſpring of action. Is this done? or that? was not the 
queſtion: ſhe knew it was done, fof the Had ſeen it, and been affilt- 
ing. So entirely was ſhe engaged with hef family, that ſhe was wp 
by ſun, and was never known, When well, to lie down at noon. 
Such conduct ſpeaks more in her praiſe than tongue can tell! She 
kept withir her own ſphere : there ſhe ſhone with meridian ſplendour, 

Many daugthers have done virtuouflv; but the excelled them all! 
Aſflictions have always been confiderett as the feſt of the character. 
She was the child of affliction. Patience, ſympathy, and hope took 
root in her mind, and acquired luxuriance. She languifhed for ma- 
ny months in a decline. Her pain at times was acute : when alone, 
ſhe indulged in ſighs and groans : If her friends ſtepped in, all was 
ſuppreſſed ; not # complaining word; not an expreſſion of uneaſi- 
neſs : ſhe roſe above her own mfirmittes, that ſhe might make them 
happy. Her delicacy m this reſpect was unuiual perhaps it has not 
im equal. It commanded the admiration ef ſtrangers; it relieved 

the feelings of her friends. 3 2 
Her habits of accuracy, and attention in domeſtic life, were ſuch 
that, during her declining ftate, ſhe could give orders about her fa- 
mily, and retain as exact a knowledge of what was dbing as when in 
Owing probably to the conſtitution of her mind, ſhe was very dif- 
ident and timorous. Grace, by no means, changes the conſtitution. 
It may have a counteracting influence- The decealed's attainment in 
the religious life might have given her great confidence; but ſhe al- 
ways thought and ſpoke modeſtly of her ſtate and hopes. She 
A Ee erkr hoes | did 
* The experience of my grandfather, the Rev. Famer IÞ ardlow, 6f Dunfermline, avas 
nuch the ſame. He had lived in habits of intimacy wi:h that eminently-pi-us Miniſter, 
1he Rev. Grerge Whitefield, Mr. Whitefield was taking his IFawve of my grandfather. 
_ then far advanced in life; “ farewell,” ſays Mr. N. hirefiela, * Farewell-—awe ſball 
meet again in Heaven -I hope /e, replied my gfandfather modefily—% Hope ſo /” 
Jays Mr. Whitefield, with bis ujual vivacity ; ** why, an't yon {ure of it?" A Pariſo:- 
oner of my grandfather's, avho held him in eftcem, took up the young preacher wer 

ſmartly, * had your tongue, gabby creature ; he's as fure of it as you ate!“ 
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bid not appear aſraid of death; ; nor aid lie yet boait, as thoſe who 
put off the harneſs. ** Oh!” the ſometimes exclaint- d“ Oh! how 
hard it is to die!“ Being aſked if ſhe feared death ;* not fear death!“ 


was her reply ; * deuth is the king of terrors !”? 3 er ſenſibility Was 


not cowardice; che brave are moſt ſenſible. She proved courageous 
at laſt. Informed by her friends of ſome favourable ſymptorps i in the 
courſe of her diſorder, © you. tell me no good news,” was her anſwer; 
long. l long to be gone.” She called upon her ſoul to rejoice, and 
again to rejoice. A ſhort time previous to her death, ſhe ſtarted from 0 
tranſient lumber with ineffable ſatisfaction. I have heard a voice, 
fays ſhe; * whiſper to my ſoul,” “ daughter, be of good « cheer ; to: 
day ſhalt thou be ir Paradite.” This impreſſion, however Made, was. 


4 cordial to her fainting ſpirits; a ray by which even the ſhadow of 


death feemed lIightſome. Finding her laſt hour was at hand, calmly 
ſhe took leave of all her friends, giving each ſuch advices as ſhe thought 
ſuitable. The ſcene cannot be deſcribed. It overflowed every eye 
with tears, and penetrated the hearts even of Africans. Praying 
for mercy on herfelf; upon her family; upon the whole world; ſhe 
reſigned her ſpirit into the Hand of her faithful Creator. 

Mrs. Hunt was not more exemplary i in private life than her wor- 


thy huſband was in public. He was prepared by natur e, by grace, 


by education, to ſerve at the altar. His conſtitution was ſtrong ; 
and his voice commanding : His mind capacious ; and, from his 
youth, page the full influence of religious principles. He Was ac- 
quainted with arts; and the ſciences. He was an accurate linguiſt 
Znd an intelligent divine. Many have ariſen under his tu toring hand 
to ſtations of eminence and of wealth. Naturall communicative, his 
knowledge became generally uſeful IF affcüllies have at any time 
occurred in the courſe of my. reading, or of my miniſtry, 1 have 


found relief in ſtatjügtheſe to my aged friend. His informätion was 


full and, fatisfadtory, ; - his advicè fate and prudent. . ' 3 
His home was a Bethel, a houſe for God. 'The hearts of his do- 
meſtics were taught to fear God ; z and their tongues. to celebrate 


Bis Praiſe. 


His. particular exoellence, however, v was in the E pulpit. | Dilfuſive 


Was 


\ 
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was he, and | pathetic, This ſpecies of eloquence i 13 of more gener al 
ule than the concile and nervous. There are different talents; 
each has its ad vantage: Happy that man who knows bis own Is 
lent and 1mproves it with care The deceaſed had his whole foul i in 
the work : He travailed as in birth until Chriſt was formed in the 
hearts of ſinners. Often he raiſed his warning voice; often he whil- 
per ed conſolation! He gave to all their food in due 1210 He kept 
Red nothing that was profitable unto you ; but ſhewed you and 
taught you publickly, & from houſe to houſe, teſtifying both to young 
and to old repentance towards God and faith towards the Lord Jefus 
Chriit, He has left many ſeals of his ane Of this, numbers pre— 
ſent can bearwitnels. Under his miuiſtry you were alarmed, you 
were comforted; you were built up. If ſome can ſpeak of no ſuch 
benefit, you remember perhaps the father or the mother, the wife 
or the child, the neighbour or the friend, who, born in this place, 
vere thereby prepared for (hat glory to Which they have been ad- 
vanced. 

Lamentable is it that, bone der ſucceſsful the labours of our ve- 
nerable father have been, of late years, the ſucceſs was not here, It 
Was not here where he foubd laufels. Is not the ſeed 3 in the ground; ? 

Shall it not vegetate and grow under other culture, to full maturity, 
when both he vi ho hath ſown ,and he who reaps hall rejoice together? 
His own harveſt was in his other congregation: There a growing con- 
dern about religion has been apparent for ſome time paſt. Many 
thonglitlels perfons have been rouſed : Many who were Peßtkeing el- 
' rabliſhed : religion is now the delight of many, w ho lately held it 
in deteſtation and contempt. 'Vhis glorious day was uſhered in by a. 

glaonty night. It rewarded many days of toil and of pain: It is re- 
Hodel in Heaven in bright characters; it ſhall long be remenibered 
on earth, that thoſe who fow in tears may hope to reap in joy; that. 
thoſe who go forth weeping, bearing precious feed, may be certain. 
that they ſhall come again with rejotcing, bringing their ſheaves 
with them. The viſion is for an appointed ume; ſhould it re ed 
us wait for it, it ſhall ſpeak and ſhall not tarr. 
Ihe; journey. which your late Paſtor took to South-Carolina gave } 

+ + am 
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him great t ſaisfaQion. He happily organized 2 church ſor the wor- 
ſhip of God in Columbia; and, in his return kome, preached with 
unuſual effect to lar ge,: attentive, and ſolemn aſſeinblies. 

Never did he enjoy a better ſtate of health than aſter his return, 
Ta this it ſeems he put little confidence. He did not believe his glatz 
would run long. His alth&ed companion mentioning that ſhe muſt 
leave him, he replied, „Ohl my dear wife, I ſhall gon follow you; 
theſe gray hairs are bloſſoming for the graye.“ He conjeQured 
right: A ſevere illneſs, in conſequence of exceſſive watching and 
fatizue, carried him off in a few days. He was not able to ſpeak; 
much: His ſentences were broken and inter rupted ; yet he hqnour- 


ed in death his chriſtian profeſſion. Demanded by ſome kriend in 


what he put his truſt; with eyes directed to Heaven, and in ar; 
evated tone of voice, be replied, © My truſt is in the Blood and 
Rizhteouſneſs of Teſus Chriſt.” His peace was eſtabliſhed, and his 
aſſurance full. Having walked with God on Farth, he is now no 
more amongſt us; for God hath taken him to bimſelf. | 
After this long digreſſion to pay a laſt tribute to our dear Jeceafed 
friends, the interrogations in my text recur in full force, + Your 
Fathers, where are they? And the Prophets, do they live forever?“ 
Your Fathers evidently are not in this world; and the Prophets do 
not live forever. 
In the epiſtle to the Hebrews,. 7 Apoſtle, having mentioned the 


feats of heroiſm and piety which numbers, through faith in God, had 


been enabled to perform, exhorts us to the utmolt exertions in the 
chriſtian courſe, repreſenting the vaſt multitude of the faithful who 
are gone before as the ſpectators of our conduct. Should the fa- 


thers, ſhould the prophets not exiſt in this, they certainly do in the 
other world. Having followed the Lamb on earth, they are ho- 


noured by him in Heaven. Having been faithful to the truſt com- 


mitted to them here, approved of hereafter, they are received into 


the joy of their lord. From a ſtormy ocean they have paſſed ſafe 
into an haven of eternal peace, 

When our friend is removed hence, the former circumſtances of 
pis life affect the mind with great force. II bis appcarance has been 


3 


RE | venerable 


. 


bad * 
. — we «3 i I 


— 


pirits, 


80 every {ſc 


by we can ral 
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„enerable, and his addreſs maſculine : If he has maintained the rights 


of mankind, and been the lover of his country: If he has been a 
ſervantin the church of Gd, and pleaded the cauſe of religion: If he 
has been the champion of truth, a defenced city, an iron pillar, a 
brazen wall againſt all oppoſers ; if ſuch an one has been neglected, 
and perhaps uſed hard; a form arites before the mind, free from 
the frailties of mortality, the paſſions of erring man; it is a ſpirit 
made perfect. Former neglc& and miſapprehenſion in us add to the 
glory with which it is inveſted. This capacity of the mind, where. 
iſe the image of deceaſed friends in every amiable 
alpect, without the blemiſhes incident to the mortal ſtate, very proba. 
bly occaſioned the worſhip which the heathen paid todepartedhenefac. 
tors, the erection of tombs among the Jews, highly garniſhed, in 
honour of thoſe prophets whom their fathers flew, vo 

Suppoſe ſuch a form as I now mention.(and were the eye clear from 
the film of mortality, it probably would be no ſuppoſition, but real) 
we ſhould recognize here our reverend father and dear friend ; How 


glorious in his robe cf immortality : How amiable in the perfect ſtate | 


How ſpiritual in his com unications ! We-ſhould ſee him as Enoch 
- was ſcen by the antediluvian fathers : Elijah, by his ſervant Elifhi : 


The alcending Saviour, by the Gallileans. I think ] ſee him, 'He 
caſts a wiltful look from South to North. As ſpirits ſpeak to kindred 
he alſo {peaks to thoſe who once were dear to him in the fleſh. 
„ Your hoary head, my venerable parent,“ is a crown of glory. 


ce You taught me the path of holineſs : It has brought me to Hea- 
„ven. I hive left you on the road; but the ſteps you have yet to 
e take are few. There is indeed a ſeparating wall. Undermined, 


©: jt totters ON Its baſis, and ſhall ſoon tumble down. I ſhall not 


 « be the laſt in welcomipg to glory him whoſe piety and care have 
laid me under laſting obligations.“ EL NIE 8 


- 


deſcendants he cafts a paternal look. It is good. for 
ildren, to bear the yoke in your youth, If it gall you, 
hom the Lord loveth he chaſteneth ; and ſcourgeth 


Upon his 
% you, my ch 
„ ſporn not. 


d loving. 


„% Au 


nuhom he receiveth. Ladjure, you in the name of the ever- 


| % x 2 a | - Fe . ; | 
* Hi; aher is Hill ali ve, whoſe oge, 1 be. ievs, excecd. ninety. 
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loving, ever, living redeemer, know God and obey the Goſpel : 
c Be zealous for the truth: Neicher be weary, nor faint in your 
% minds: Bring your children up in the nurture and admonition 
< of the Lord. 1. charge every one of you, be faithful unto death, 
that I may meet you all at the laſt without a ſingle reprobate or 
4 caſtaway. Toru particularly, my younger ſon; the harveſt is plen- 
« tiful; but the labourers are few: Can you withhold your help- 
ing band ? The work indeed 1s arduous 3 but it is honourable ; : 
lt may imbitter your cup on earth; it ſhall ſweeten your cup in 
„ Heaven: It may require unuſual grace and unuſual ſtrength ; but 
<« the grace of Chriſt ſhall be ſufficient, for you, and his ſtrength 
«© perfected in your weakneſs. T he king 97 the koly hill of Zion 
* would accept your ſervice. Why, my ſon, are you not girded 
* for this ſervice? The King's buſineſs requireth haſte. Why 
< heſitate ?- If you be geterred by any deficiency in yourſelf, re- 
«© pair to the fulneſs-in the head of the church; you mall receive 
from thence an abundant ſupply.” 

Upon his late flock, upon you, my dear brethern, he caſts his eye. 
Compaſſion is viſible in his countenance; and divine tenderneſs. 


Ce 
4. 


«« Oh!. Sinner, there is an awful reality in the things of hich I 


$6 have tr equently told you. The day that cometh hall burn as an 
* oven; you who are proud, and dg wickedly, as dry wood are 
fuel for the fire; as ſtubble you ſhall be burned up, and neither 
ce root nor branch be leſt. 1 have ſeen the place of puniſhinent ; ; 
s its terrors exceed deſcription : The worm that dieth not, and the 
te fire that is nat quenched ; Chains of, darkneſs : Confinement 
„ with the devil and his angels; with the offscoutings of the earth ; 


5 "the daring ſabbath-breaker ; the profane ſwearer; the ſcoffer | 
at religion; the polluted debauchee; the vileſt miſcrearts : : Weep- 


e ing, wailing, gnaſhing of teeth; not a drop of water to cool the 
< tongue : Not a conſolatory word to eaſe the mind : The ſmoke of 


e their torment aſcending forever and ever. I feel for you, as celeſ- 
„ tials feel: Permitted, I would burſt from the cloud, which with- 
holds me from your view, that once more I might give you 


« warning. But you have Moſes and the prophets ; Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles ; paſtors and teachers; if you hear not them; if 


you be not perſuaded , the caſe is deſperate : It beſpeaks you td be 
e incorrigible. 


- 
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incorrigible. He that at being oſten reproved hardeicth his neck, 
ſhall ſuddeniy be deſtroyed, and that without remedy. But there 
is yet hope; it is the accepted time and the day of ſalvation : 
& Proceed not heedleſsly, as fools to the correction of the flocks. 
“ Flee ye priſoners of hope, to your ſtrong holds; To day if you will 
hear nis voice, harden not your hearts; otherwiſe conſidęr, ye that 
& forget God, leſt he tear you in pieces and there be none to deliver 
© you. It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. 
Vengeance is his, he will repay it. He fhall break you with a 
« rod of iron ; ; he ſhall dafh you in pieces like a potter's veſſel.“ 
* My Chriftian friends, to whom I did not fpeak in vain ; in 

** whom have ſeen of the travail of my fou; tay hope and my 
joy: The ſeals of my miniſtry, and the jewels irr my crown; I have 
* not entertained you with à cunnivgly-deviſed fable. F am happy; 
e you ſhall alſo ve ſo ſoon; Be ſteadfaſt and immoveddle ; be per- 
fect and of one mind; unite in your application to the malter of . 
** aſſembles, that your eyes may fee your teachers, and Four ears 
< hear a voice behind you, ſaying this is the way, walk ye in it; 
«© when ye tur to the right hand, or to the left; abound in the 
* work of the lord; your labour lla not Ve in vai. Heaven will 
dry up your tears, and repay all your toils. Its happineſs can- 
not be defcribed by the tongue of niortals. Eye hath not ſeen,nor 
„ ear heard, neither hath it entered mito the heart to concelve, what 
«© things God bath prepared fot them that love him. Live by faith ; 

6 hope unto the end: Faith ſhall ſoon be lolt in vifion; hope in 
 ſfruvion; Fight the good fight, finiſh your courſe, Keep the 
faith; you ſhall receive a crown of righteoulneſs from the e 

* ous judge at his coming. 5 
ou do well in We Ai the tribute you this day pay to my 
memory with a devout remembrance of the death of Chriſt. 

« His death is your only hope. Reſt on this for acceptance and 
ſafety. Ibis is the rock of ages: Build here with certainty. Should 
the rain deſcend; ſhould the floods come; ſhould the winds 
„ blow ; the building ſhall remain unſhaken. Caſt not away your 
60 confidence, 


** 


o 
- 


no 


*.. CT beg Sermon wa; dadivered pevint to iperfrg 1 the Ordinance 1 ebe Lord! 's 
Lafer. 
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: confidence; Ghich hath great recompence of rev an; for ye hays 
© need of patience ; B that, after you have done the will of God, 


K EA * * 


might receive the promile. For, yet a little while, and he that Al 
come, will come, and will not tarry. Now the juſt ſhall live b 
faith: But if any man draw back, my foul ſhall have no plea- 
ſure in him : But we are not of them who draw back unto perdi- 
tion; but of them that believe to the ſaving of the ſoul.“ 


—— — 7 RT 
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I. 
RE AT God ! how ſearchleſs are thy 
ways! 
While all we ſee or hear diſplays 
[hy wiſdom, power and love; 
Nature thy mighty works declares, 
But grace a nobler theme prepares, 
To draw our hearts above. 
II. 
Myſterious are thy ways to man, 


Too blind to comprehend or ſcan 
he wonders of a God! 


While worlds revolye, and years roll on, 


aſhions are chang'd and cuſtoms gone, 
With years 27 the flood. 

H. | 
(ations and kingdoms muſt decay, 
And dying mortals wing their way 
o worlds beyond the grave : 
Death viſits- all without diſguiſe, 
he good, the vile, the fool, the wiſe, 
The coward and the brave. 

„ 

is here we read the weighty call, 
Addreſs'd aloud, alike to all, 
h oppreſſive od the juſt : 
Here ſaints and ee cloſe their eyes, 
Dn all terreſtrial vanities, 
And e in the duſt. 
is thus in vain we firive to vi, 
Tha place which once our fathers haeys 


In this their pilgrimage : 
Of us e'er long 1 it {hall be ſaid, | 
*'T was here their {chemes for life they laid, 
When on this buſy 1725 
: "as © hs 
The prophets here no more proclaim _ 
The words of liſe in Jeſu” s name; 
They lie beneath the ground, 
Waiting in patient humble truſt, 


| The day that God will raiſe the jus, 


When the laſt ug ſhall ſound. 
* 


Where then the father and the friend, 
W hoſe name our ſighs and tears commend 
To ſtrangers and to foes ! 
W here the dear author of our birth, 
Whoſe life was of ſuch countleſs worth,” 
W hoſe death completes our woes? © 
„ 
Death, long expected, comes but O! ' 
How unexpected: ſtrikes the blow, 


And all our peace is flain, 


All nature ſtands in ſad diſmay, 
While we behold the lifeleſs clay, 

And all the foul is pain. 

e 

See children, friends, and 1 6 

With ſtreaming ey es and {rembling hand, 
Around their dying bed ; 

We fear the king of terrors, death ; 


And while we eye their fleeting breath, 


Th' immortal ſpirit's fled, 


* The author of this Poem aner to "os exknown, The poem re-echogs the tribute 


hich the ſermon attempts to pay : It breathes a poetic Spirit: It is diaated by Friend. 
7 and a W ell is it worthy of attention. | 


1 


| . 
And in that flight what glories riſe, 
Eeſore their: new admiring eyes, 
And joys before unknown! 
Well might they tri jumph! in thats death, 
And loſe their laſt expiring breath, 
Vichout a pang or groan | 
XI. 
Say ye, whoſe comfort 'tis to know 
The! joys that from afflictions flow, 
When ſankctify) 4 by grace: 
A cordial balm where ſhall we find 
To eaſe the tumult of the mind, 
„rad All the Zoul wich peace? 
XII. 
Death reigns triumphant in the grave: 
Where is the arm with power to {ave 
And reſcue {from the tomb? 
Jeſus, who burſts the bands of night, 
inveſts the dead with heav'nly light, 
And Calls his children home, 
XIII. 
They fleep with thoſe who ſweetly reſt, 
Where cares chat rend the tt :oubled breaft, 
Find fin and lorrows ceaſe; 
In the cold manſions of che lead, 
They calmly reſt their wearied head, 
| And Wait their dare releaſe. 
-WIV 
Great were their trials here below, 
Where tears and joys pros miſcuous grow, 
And pleaſures yield their pain; s 
Mercy the bitter cup prepares, 
To wean our ſouls from earthly cares, 
And make our lofs their gain. 
This is the thought that gives a joy 
(Let joy ful praiſe our tongues employ 9 
The world knows nothing ot, 
"A thought that ſoothes a thouſand pains 3 
The mourning heart her peace regains, 
Aad durus with ſacred love. 
XVI. 
Long had they liv*d in ſweet accord, 
Isa faubful ſervice of the Lord, 
Their advocate and king; S 
Vitue thro? all their actions ſhone, / 


While, daily waiting at the throne, 
Ther lacrifice they bring. 
XVII. 
Kind to the poor, and fatherleſs, 


A conſtant he,p in lore diſcs 
To enemy and friend; : 
The names'that form the ſocial life, 5 
The huſhand, maſler, parent, wife, 
* eee commend. 
XVII I. 
See! ! Iſrael mourn her mepherd dead, 


And ſinners hang their guilty * 
While they behold the ſcene : 


Z. ion no more her charms diſplays, 


Nor Sinai darts her lighining's blaze, 


While thunders roll between, 
XIX. 


Our aching hearts no more rejoice 
To hear che faithful ſhe pherd's voice, 


And learn inſtructions there. 


Where ſhall the bleeding conſcience ſind 
Relief? their fight receive the blind ? 

The deaf rejoice to hear ? 

XX. 

O! ſhall I ever live to ſee, 

Another voice ſo ſweet to me, 
And hear with equal gain! 

Then {hpulM we flouriſh as the Bay, 
W hile we this wilderneſs ſurvey 

Of ſorrow, toll and pain, 

XXI. 

O! thou, whoſe tender mercies load 

Our growing years with every good, 
Without our anxious care; 

Send chy kind ſpirit to relieve 
Our wounded minds from piercing grief, 
| And gloomy {ad deſpair, 

XXII. 

That we may own thy Sovereign grace, 

W hich crowns with life our nes rac 
And love, divinely free: 5 

So ſhalt we ſweetly end our days, 
While ſongs of joy ful ſound we'll raiſe 
__THROUGH ALL ETERNITY: ! 
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